info@haitihealth.org

www.haitihealth.org

Phone (781) 963-7243

400 No. Main Street, Randolph, MA 02368 Fax (781) 963-7244

Behold the Lamb of Godhospital and getting supplies. Also, th

(A cliffs, torrential rains and non-exister

N Not surprising, there are problem

How Far Could You Walk in Active Labor?
New service offers rides to hospital

R

Women in labor in Fond des Blanc GF e A
are coming to the hospital more a i S o
more to deliver their babies. But fg
many, it is just too far away. The
stay home and may deliver unassist
on a dirt floor. In an emergency, it i
often too late to call for help and th
consequences can be dire.

Fond des Blancs covers a bro
mountainous area with extremel
rough terrain. Travel can be brutall
difficult under the very best of
circumstances. Walking or taking -y ool dd - ain b
donkey while in labor is usually ©0tall g o ambuiance waiing below. |
hgurs or q: day’é WaIIZ from thegriyers may have to work all day after
hospital. Dr. Cadet, our DirecteuP€ing up all night.

Général, has instituted a program to 'N€ woman pictured above had a
send a car out to pick up women igomplicated delivery at home. She is

labor. Bernard, one of our driversP€ing carried down a steep
monitors his cell phone 24/7. Hignountainside that cannot be navigated
phone number has been distributed fRY Vehicle. These 8 men have just
and wide. More and more people af@ade it down a treacherous trail on
getting low-cost, prepaid cell phones ifP0t- In Haiti, “Love your neighbor” is
our area of Haiti, as landlines anifken to an exireme level and is
electricity are non-existent. If someo gdemonstrated every single day.
has a cell phone, Bernard is called . -
come and get the laboring woma ReflectlonBs FGrom Haltll_
There are no guarantees agair yiSenistise e
distance, dark nights, treacherol

Q

There is a shortage of vehicles to mg
the many demands of running th "

Cont'd p.2
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with a round of vigorous singing,
prayer offered by Fr. Fran
Herrmann, and a reception at whi
we greeted and welcomed all t

people.
Thank You, Pioneer,
for investing in Haiti’s future.

High interest as new literacy center opens

Donor Spotlight:
A Dream Realized

Mary Clancy always dreame

of building a chapel in a missiona
country. Having tried to interest seve
N€ligious organizations in working wi
IHer, she finally came to St. Bonifa
[Haiti Foundation. When she called
speak to our President/CEO Nann

Pioneer Investments Funds
Literacy Center

D

Will give many a second chance
By Pat Chute

We are pleased to announce that
have opened a Center for Literacy
the small village of Pi Loran, jus
forty minutes by truck from the

[

)]

students. Given the strong commun
support, we are confident that th
project will bring opportunity ang
hope to a promising group of your

a Mary traveled by truck over rou
Knountain roads with Nannette a
dhe parish priest, Pére Herve,
haew the progress on “her” chapel.
itvas a thrill to see her dream be
jealized. This sturdy, spacio
1chapel would be a source of pra
]gnd comfort to poor Haitians f
st

enerations to come.

What Mary remembers mc
about her trip is that she could not
believe that people actually lived the
way they did in Haiti. Despite their
poverty, they were so happy. You
would never see such happiness
here, she remarked, the day she
deluctantly agreed to be interviewed
jor this article. Mary had never tald
ranyone that she had actually built a
chapel in Haiti for the poor. She
~dedicated it to the memory of her
tparents, Bernard and Rose Lynch.
tte God bless you, Mary!

gh
nd
to
It
ng
us
yer
or

D

1Canniff about her dream, Nanne
distened. Many of the 19 chapels in
rprea of Fond des Blancs were woef
fradequate and in disrepair. It seeme
%er that this offer was Heaven-se
ary has worked all of her life.

hospital. Named the “Mountair
School”, the student population i
made up of thirty-three young me
and women, ages 14 to 24, wh
cannot read or write, but are eager "
'ea”!- Inst'rgctlon will be in ba.S'Cfavorite job was being a waitre
re_adlng, ertlng_ and Comprehen5|0because she loves meeting people.

with mathematics and a course N once the wheels were set in motior
Sanitation Education offered as wellpyild the chapel in Savanne Henri, one
Classes will meet in the afternoon, |the poorest and most isolated area:
an existing schoolhouse set in |&ond des Blancs, Mary made plans
lovely but very poor mountain area. |travel to Haiti on our Work Retre
Program. It was quite an adventure fc
woman just past retirement age, but
Qid it. In 2000, when we were prepar

t

L

The Educational Initiatives
Committee is particularly pleased t
have the support of our very firstor the opening of our operating roo
corporate donor. PioneeMary was there, scrubbing the OR flc
Investments, located in Boston, hasn her hands and knees, and doing
offered a three year grant througkhat she could to ready things for surg
their program "Pioneer He|pinthe fO”OWing week. She worke
Others", which will sustain teachergirelessly, harder than women half
salaries and buy books. ;
Bullock, Pioneer Director
Community Relations, visited Fon
des Blancs in January 2007 and
impressed with our efforts to bring
literacy to a wide range of citizens i
the area of Fond des Blancf
comprising 107 square miles.
The school's opening ceremonig
took place in December at Pi Lora

. = &
= e e T W

ary’s completed chapel in Savanne Henr

~| | (Ed. Note: Genevieve was in Haiti in Janu

Cont'd from p.1
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with a group from St. Mary’s Medical

Center, Lewiston, ME.)
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J News from our Florida Chapter

Things don’t always happen as planned —

especially in Haiti. The October ‘07 surgical trip
encountered a new mode of transportation
Fond des Blanc. After heavy rains, the river was
far too high to drive through. The surgical ted
needed to be carried across the river or calf
the trip. Well, all 10 were carried across t
river and made it to FDB.
experience to be carried by the poor they w
there to serve. Thanks to Dr. Cody, Dr. Long 3
staff, 13 surgeries were completed in 2 ¥z dg
It was a trip they won’t soon forget.

to

Jacksonville Annual Dinner

Im
ncel

ne Silver & Gold Event Celebration

ore May 2, 2008 6-10 pm
n

ys.

It was a humblin

Honoring

The 25th Anniversary of the St. Boniface Haiti Foundatijon
The 50th Wedding Anniversary of Jack and Sandy Logue

Contact: Johanna Logue 904-714-0926

Dr. Fabien and Sandy Logue being carried acroseube

Woman comes to US for Care

Jacksonville has a
new visitor i
Ms. Ludie
Charleston
arrived on Sat,
Jan 8 for surgical

tumor of the jaw
believed to be

Ludie with Dr. Cody in Haiti

salivary

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE FOR HAITI!

BoGo Light

A BoGo light is a rechargeable solar flashlight with 6 super bright
LEDs that provides enough light to read at night. The light's
solar panel lasts up to 20 years, charges in 8 hours, and provides
4-5 hours of illumination. Batteries need to be changed every two
years! They are good for anything you normally use a flashlight
for.

Founded by a former US diplomat with experience in the
developing world, BoGo Light uses the latest scientific advances
in solar and lighting technology to provide light to people who
would otherwise be in darkness. The implications for our local
population in Haiti are tremendous. Most rely on candles or
primitive oil lamps if they can even afford that.

The beauty of the program is that for $25, you will receive a
BoGo Light for your personal use and they will donate one to St.
Boniface Haiti Foundation. If you prefer, you can simply donate
lights. A case of 50 lights costs $600. When you go to their
website,www.bogolight.com, click on “Choose Where to Give”

on the side bar. Next click on “Health” and scroll down to find
Haiti Health Care.

The BoGo Light has already saved a Work Retreat group
traveling in a remote area when their car headlights farled i
tropical storm after dark. They were able to continue néviga

by shining the BoGo Light on the road. It also proved invaluable
when the driver was able to make repairs under the hood when

glands. She is being treated by Dr. Pariothe engine began to smoke.
Tayapongsak who has given of his time befordhe company’s slogan $Make a difference. Help light the

for other patients from FDB.
Thank you Dr. ‘T’!

world.” They are also working on a lantern, a solar water
purification system, and other innovative ideas for the poor.
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Velie with her father and Nannette Cann

Child with Rickets

You, our supporters, have been so \
generous to us over the years, mal
it possible for us to be where we
today, running a 32-bed hospital wh
will see 50,000 patients this year
outpatient clinics and hospit
admissions. You, our benefactors,
sending over 700 to school
scholarships. These are child
whose parents could never afford
send them. You, our donors, ha
een responsible for tremendg

Fond des Blancs through housi
water wells, and countless other way

Treated 8 years ago for severe case

While visiting a fishing village,
Nannette Canniff, our CEO, was
surrounded by many people vying fo
her attention. One man, in particular

was very persistent. He wanted her to
see his beautiful 12-year-old daughtef.

When Nannette saw him she turne
immediately to see the child, Velie
Badet. The back of her dress wa
opened to reveal her straight back an
Velie sweetly did a little pirouette to
show it off. Her beaming father was s

d

S
d

D

proud of her and so grateful to St

Boniface Haiti Foundation for savin

“Wall of Hope” in the hospital courtyard

her life.

In July of 2000, 4 year-old Velie
was brought to us by her mothe
because she could not walk, stand,
even sit up. She was like a rag dol
Her legs were bowed and her spin
was crooked and lumpy. She was i
great pain with rickets. Two years
before, she had been a normal, acti
child. We took her to be treated by Dr
Rick Frechette at his hospital in Port
au-Prince. In a few short months, sh
was running and her back was straigh

Rickets is a softening of the bones in
children leading to fractures and
deformity. It is among the most
frequent childhood diseases in man
developing countries. The main cause
are a vitamin D deficiency and a lack
of adequate calcium in the diet. Th
majority of cases occur in children

We would like to highlight th
benefactors of our hospital in Haiti ﬂ
rall to see. On a prominent wall in

Otenter courtyard of St. Bonifa
Hospital, we have created a “Wall
Hope”. A beautiful palm tree, creat
respecially for us, will recognize ti
people who help us continue this gn
@ork. Itis also a daily reminder to g
patients that all of you know the

ehem.

Ll'he tree, shown above, is a source
hope and inspiration.
stop to gaze at it. Gracefully archi
palm leaves are created with le
¥haped brass plates. For a gift

tree with your name or honoree.
ecoconut from the cluster in the cen
of the palms can be engraved for a

Al

s 9 ®

e

supports to the Haitian Community |in
ng:

-anguish and are committed to helpi @<

Patients often

2$1,000, we will engrave a leaf on our

ft
on
of
r
f
e
ft

will support 2x4 inch plates for a g
of at least $5,000. Large 4x6 plates
boulders at the base
the tree reflect ol
highest level o
benefactors, thos
etail of leaves who have made a g
of $10,000 or more.
R eside the tree, a plaque in Eng
and Creole reads: “With each leaf
Emnk those who have helped
ospital”.
ﬁNe invite youto put_ your namen our
tc;Wall of Hope” for all to see. Be
ure you indicate exactly what you
é/vould like us to engrave on your pla|te.

I'm guessing this will reach you well aft
Christmas, so I'll wish you a Happy Ne
Year instead! | hope you are well. Itis
19 degrees with ice everywhere today.
| am enclosing a check for $203.35 that
we would like you to use to help the
people in your community. Last summ
the kids and | made a pact: they would
save & donate half of their $2.00
allowance from August to Decembef"25
and | would not buy anything for my scrap
booking hobby during that time. We got a
¢BIG plastic jar and put some Hospital St.
cBoniface pictures on it and have been
~trying to fill it up. And so we have thou
fof you, and of those who have so muct
dess than we do, quite often during thes
~months of our home “fundraiser”.
2¥vhenever Rhiannon finds a penny, she
rsays, “I'm going to put this in the jar to
ir help the people where Sr. Ellen lives!”
ander got $10 for his birthday and put i
in, saying, “Well, | already got lots of
t?ys, and thisnoney could help someon
ﬁ_IFE.” Just wanted you to know that
ou’ve inspired me to try to grow some
lobal thinkers here in Stonington,
0'?onnecticut! Anyway, we hope you fin
some use for our donation and that yot
have a safe and happy year to come V
jrook forward to seeing you next visit

ift

ery

ish
we
the

n

a)

YOU CAN PUT HOPE ;
IN A BOTTLE!

Read what one family did to help!

Dear Sr. Ellen,

er,
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Love,

suffering from severe malnutrition.

of $2,500. The length of the tree try

k Jennifer
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