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   Women in labor in Fond des Blancs 
are coming to the hospital more and 
more to deliver their babies.   But for 
many, it is just too far away.  They 
stay home and may deliver unassisted 
on a dirt floor.   In an emergency, it is 
often too late to call for help and the 
consequences can be dire. 
   Fond des Blancs covers a broad 
mountainous area with extremely 
rough terrain.  Travel can be brutally 
difficult under the very best of 
circumstances.   Walking or taking a 
donkey while in labor is usually totally 
out of the question.  Many women are 
hours or a day’s walk from the 
hospital.  Dr. Cadet, our Directeur 
Général, has instituted a program to 
send a car out to pick up women in 
labor.  Bernard, one of our drivers, 
monitors his cell phone  24/7.  His 
phone number has been distributed far 
and wide.  More and more people are 
getting low-cost, prepaid cell phones in 
our area of Haiti, as landlines and 
electricity are non-existent. If someone 
has a cell phone, Bernard is called to 
come and get the laboring woman.  
There are no guarantees against 
distance, dark nights, treacherous 
cliffs, torrential rains and non-existent 
roads, but it is a start. 
    Not surprising, there are problems.  
There is a shortage of vehicles to meet 
the many demands of running the 
hospital and getting supplies.  Also, the Behold the Lamb of God 

How Far Could You Walk in Active Labor? 
New service offers rides to hospital 

drivers may have to work all day after 
being up all night. 
   The woman pictured above had a 
complicated delivery at home.  She is 
being carr ied down a steep 
mountainside that cannot be navigated 
by vehicle.  These 8 men have just 
made it down a treacherous trail on 
foot.  In Haiti, “Love your neighbor” is 
taken to an extreme level and is 
demonstrated every single day.      

Woman being carried down a mountain by her 
neighbors to ambulance waiting below. 

 

Reflections From Haiti 
By Genevieve Lysen 
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We are pleased to announce that we 
have opened a Center for Literacy in 
the small village of Pi Loran, just 
forty minutes by truck from the 
hospital. Named the “Mountain 
School”, the student population is 
made up of thirty-three young men 
and women, ages 14 to 24, who 
cannot read or write, but are eager to 
learn.  Instruction will be in basic 
reading, writing and comprehension, 
with mathematics and a course in 
Sanitation Education offered as well.  
Classes will meet in the afternoon, in 
an existing schoolhouse set in a 
lovely but very poor mountain area.  

 

 The Educat iona l  In i t ia t i ves 
Committee is particularly pleased to 
have the support of our very first 
co rpo ra t e  d on o r .   P ion eer 
Investments, located in Boston, has 
offered a three year grant through 
their program "Pioneer Helping 
Others", which will sustain teachers' 
salaries and buy books. Susan 
Bullock, Pioneer Director of 
Community Relations, visited Fond 
des Blancs in January 2007 and was 
impressed with our efforts to bring 
literacy to a wide range of citizens in 
the area of Fond  des Blancs, 
comprising 107 square miles. 

The school's opening ceremonies 
took place in December at Pi Loran, 
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with a round of vigorous singing, a 
prayer offered by Fr. Frank 
Herrmann, and a reception at which 
we greeted and welcomed all the 
students. Given the strong community 
support, we are confident that this 
project will bring opportunity and 
hope to a promising group of young 
people.   

Thank You, Pioneer,  
for investing in Haiti’s future. High  interest as new literacy center opens  

Pioneer Investments Funds 
Literacy Center         

Will give many a second chance  

Donor Spotlight: 
 

A Dream Realized 
 

 Mary Clancy always dreamed 
of building a chapel in a missionary 

country.   Having tried to interest several 
religious organizations in working with 
her, she finally came to St. Boniface 
Haiti Foundation.  When she called to 
speak to our President/CEO Nannette 
Canniff about her dream, Nannette 
listened.  Many of the 19 chapels in the 
area of Fond des Blancs were woefully 
inadequate and in disrepair.  It seemed to 
her that this offer was Heaven-sent.   
Mary has worked all of her life.  Her 
favorite job was being a waitress, 
because she loves meeting people.   

       Once the wheels were set in motion to 
build the chapel in Savanne Henri, one of 
the poorest and most isolated areas in 
Fond des Blancs, Mary made plans to 
travel to Haiti on our Work Retreat 
Program.  It was quite an adventure for a 
woman just past retirement age, but she 
did it.  In 2000, when we were preparing 
for the opening of our operating room, 
Mary was there, scrubbing the OR floor 
on her hands and knees, and doing all 
that she could to ready things for surgery 
the following week.  She worked 
tirelessly, harder than women half her 
age. 

By Pat Chute 

    Mary traveled by truck over rough 
mountain roads with Nannette and 
the  parish priest, Père Herve, to 
view the progress on “her” chapel.  It 
was a thrill to see her dream being 
realized.  This sturdy, spacious 
chapel would be a source of prayer 
and comfort to poor Haitians for 
generations to come. 
     What Mary remembers most 
about her trip is that she could not 
believe that people actually lived the 
way they did in Haiti.   Despite their 
poverty, they were so happy.  You 
would never see such happiness 
here, she remarked, the day she 
reluctantly agreed to be interviewed 
for this article.  Mary had never told 
anyone that she had actually built a 
chapel in Haiti for the poor.  She 
dedicated it to the memory of her 
parents, Bernard and Rose Lynch. 

God bless you, Mary! 
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(Ed. Note: Genevieve was in Haiti in January 
with a group from St. Mary’s Medical 
Center, Lewiston, ME.) Mary’s completed chapel in Savanne Henri. 

Cont’d from p.1 
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Jacksonville Annual Dinner  

News from our Florida Chapter 

������������� �
Silver & Gold Event Celebration 

             

May 2, 2008   6-10 pm 

 

Honoring 

 

The 25th Anniversary of the St. Boniface Haiti Foundation 
The 50th Wedding Anniversary of Jack and Sandy Logue 

        
Contact: Johanna Logue 904-714-0926 

Things don’t always happen as planned – 
especially in Haiti.  The October ‘07 surgical trip 
encountered a new mode of transportation  to 
Fond des Blanc.  After heavy rains, the river was 
far too high to drive through.  The  surgical team 
needed to be carried across the river or cancel 
the trip.  Well, all 10 were carried across the 
river and made it to FDB.  It was a humbling 
experience to be carried by the poor they were 
there to serve. Thanks to Dr. Cody, Dr. Long and 
staff, 13 surgeries were completed in 2 ½ days.  
It was a trip they won’t soon forget. 

Woman comes to US for Care  
        

Jacksonville has a 
new visitor in 
town.  Ms. Ludie 
C h a r l e s t o n 
arrived on Sat, 
Jan 8 for surgical 
removal of a 
tumor of the jaw 
believed to be  in 
h e r  s a l i v a r y 

glands.  She is being treated by Dr. Pariot 
Tayapongsak who has given of his time before 
for other patients from FDB.   

Thank you Dr. ‘T’! 

Dr. Fabien and Sandy Logue being carried across the river. 

Ludie with Dr. Cody in Haiti 

A BoGo light is a rechargeable solar flashlight with 6 super bright 
LEDs that provides enough light to read at night.   The light’s 
solar panel lasts up to 20 years, charges in 8 hours, and provides 
4-5 hours of illumination.  Batteries need to be changed every two 
years!   They are good for anything you normally use a flashlight 
for. 
Founded by a former US diplomat with experience in the 
developing world, BoGo Light uses the latest scientific advances 
in solar and lighting technology to provide light to people who 
would otherwise be in darkness.  The implications for our local 
population in Haiti are tremendous.  Most rely on candles or 
primitive oil lamps if they can even afford that. 
The beauty of the program is that for $25, you will receive a 
BoGo Light for your personal use and they will donate one to St. 
Boniface Haiti Foundation.  If you prefer, you can simply donate 
lights.  A case of 50 lights costs $600.  When you go to their 
website, www.bogolight.com , click on “Choose Where to Give” 
on the side bar.  Next click on “Health” and scroll down to find 
Haiti Health Care. 
The BoGo Light has already saved a Work Retreat group 
traveling in a remote area when their car headlights failed in a 
tropical storm after dark.  They were able to continue navigating 
by shining the BoGo Light on the road.  It also proved invaluable 
when the driver was able to make repairs under the hood when 
the engine began to smoke. 
The company’s slogan is “ Make a difference. Help light the 
world.”  They are also working on a lantern, a solar water 
purification system, and other innovative ideas for the poor. 

BoGo Light 

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE FOR HAITI!  
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Child with Rickets  
Treated 8 years ago for severe case 

          

    While visiting a fishing village, 
Nannette Canniff, our CEO, was 
surrounded by many people vying for 
her attention.  One man, in particular, 
was very persistent.  He wanted her to 
see his beautiful 12-year-old daughter.  
When Nannette saw him she turned 
immediately to see the child, Velie 
Badet.  The back of her dress was 
opened to reveal her straight back and 
Velie sweetly did a little pirouette to 
show it off.  Her beaming father was so 
proud of her and so grateful to St. 
Boniface Haiti Foundation for saving 
her life. 
    In July of  2000, 4 year-old Velie 
was brought to us by her mother 
because she could not walk, stand, or 
even sit up.  She was like a rag doll.  
Her legs were bowed and her spine 
was crooked and lumpy.  She was in 
great pain with rickets.  Two years 
before, she had been a normal, active 
child.  We took her to be treated by Dr. 
Rick Frechette at his hospital in Port-
au-Prince.  In a few short months, she 
was running  and her back was straight. 

 

Rickets is a softening of the bones in 
children leading to fractures and 
deformity. It is among the most 
frequent childhood diseases in many 
developing countries. The main causes 
are a vitamin D deficiency and a lack 
of adequate calcium in the diet.  The 
majority of cases occur in children 
suffering from severe malnutrition. 

Velie with her father and Nannette Canniff 

will support 2x4 inch plates for a gift 
of at least $5,000.  Large 4x6 plates on 

boulders at the base of 
the tree reflect our 
highest level of  
benefactors, those 
who have made a gift  

of $10,000 or more. 

Beside the tree, a plaque in English 
and Creole reads: “With each leaf we 
thank those who have helped the 
hospital”. 
We invite you to put your name on our 
“Wall of Hope”  for all to see.  Be 
sure you indicate exactly what you 
would like us to engrave on your plate. 

 

Dear Sr. Ellen, 
 

I’m guessing this will reach you well after 
Christmas, so I’ll wish you a Happy New 
Year instead!  I hope you are well.  It is  
19 degrees with ice everywhere today. 
    I am enclosing a check for $203.35 that 
we would like you to use to help the 
people in your community.  Last summer, 
the kids and I made a pact:  they would 
save & donate half of their $2.00 
allowance from August to December 25th 
and I would not buy anything for my scrap 
booking hobby during that time.  We got a 
BIG plastic jar and put some Hospital St. 
Boniface pictures on it and have been 
trying to fill it up.  And so we have thought 
of you, and of those who have so much 
less than we do, quite often during these 
months of our home “fundraiser”.  
Whenever Rhiannon finds a penny, she 
says, “I’m going to put this in the jar to 
help the people where Sr. Ellen lives!”  
Xander got $10 for his birthday and put it 
in, saying, “Well, I already got lots of 
toys, and this money could help someone’s 
LIFE.”  Just wanted you to know that 
you’ve inspired me to try to grow some 
global thinkers here in Stonington, 
Connecticut!  Anyway, we hope you find 
some use for our donation and that you 
have a safe and happy year to come  We 
look forward to seeing you next visit! 
 Love, 

Jennifer 

Read what one family did to help  

YOU CAN PUT HOPE YOU CAN PUT HOPE   
IN A BOTTLE!IN A BOTTLE!  

 

You, our supporters, have been so very 
generous to us over the years, making 
it possible for us to be where we are 
today, running a 32-bed hospital which 
will see 50,000 patients this year in 
outpatient clinics and hospital 
admissions.  You, our benefactors, are 
sending over 700 to school on 
scholarships.  These are children 
whose parents could never afford to 
send them.  You, our donors, have 
been responsible for tremendous 
supports to the Haitian Community in 
Fond des Blancs through housing, 
water wells, and countless other ways. 

We would like to highlight the 
benefactors of our hospital in Haiti for 
all to see.  On a prominent wall in the 
center courtyard of St. Boniface 
Hospital, we have created a “Wall of 
Hope”.  A beautiful palm tree, created 
especially for us, will recognize the 
people who help us continue this great 
work.  It is also a daily reminder to our 
patients that all of you know their 
anguish and are committed to helping 
them. 
 

The tree, shown above, is a source of 
hope and inspiration.  Patients often 
stop to gaze at it.  Gracefully arching 
palm leaves are created with leaf-
shaped brass plates.  For a gift of 
$1,000, we will engrave a leaf on our 
tree with your name or honoree.  A 
coconut from the cluster in the center 
of the palms can be engraved for a gift 
of $2,500.  The length of the tree trunk 

“Wall of Hope” in the hospital courtyard 

Detail of leaves 


